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February is Black History Month 
Why Black History 
is Important to you 
By Lerone Bennett Jr. 
People are always telling me that 
they are too busy making the future 
to bother with the past. But people 
who say this give up both the future 
and the past. There is, in other 
words, a reciprocal relationship bet-
ween the past and the future. The 
past is not something back there; it 
is happening now. It is the bet your 
fathers placed which you must now 
cover. It is the internal urgency 
which makes you relate to people 
and institutions in a certain way. It 
is the web of relationships into 
which you were born for which you 
must now answer. It is the structure 
of institutions which determined 
that you would be born in a certain 
place at a certain time and that you 
would end up here instead of 
somewhere else. 
History is the scaffold upon which 
personal and group identities are 
constructed. It is a living library 
which provides a script of roles and 
models to which growth can aspire. 
By telling us who we are, history 
tells us what we can do. By telling 
us where we have been, history tells 
us where we can go. 
At a still deeper level, history is 
power. It is not only a record of ac-
tion, it is action itself. Even when it 
narrates, it prepares for action. 
History acts. 
It acts because it is the basis of 
the image which is the ground of our 
acts. 'fhis is a point of enormous im-
portance, for people act out of their 
image. They respond not to the 
situation but' to the situation 
transformed by the images they . 
carry in their minds. In short, they 
respond to the image-situation, to 
the ideas they have of themselves in 
the situation. 
· And if you want to change a situa-
tion, you have to change the images 
people have of themselves and of 
their situation. 
If politicians teach the young to 
adore certain leaders, if they are 
solicitous about the reputation of ap-
proved heroes, if they carve certain 
names in stones and give public 
buildings and streets certain names, 
it is not because of love for the dead 
. or solicitude for the academy. No: it i~ because of their great concern for 
instilling in the young certain at-
titudes and ideas; it is because group 
solidarity must be based on a sense 
of sentiment and legitimacy that on-
ly a collective sense of history cart 
give. 
Winston Churchill had little or no 
understanding of the aspirations of 
the oppressed, but he was a master 
of the uses of power. And he told the 
oppressors: "We cannot say the past 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose birthday anniversary was celebrated on 
January 20 this year for the first time as a national holiday. 
is past without surrendering the 
future." Men who stagger under the 
weight of burdens and chains ignore 
that insight at their own peril. For 
if history is important to the op-
pressor, it is a matter of life and 
death to the oppressed, who cannot 
find themselves or free themselves 
without first finding and freeing 
their history. 
It is within this context of ideas, 
and on the basis of three planks of 
reason, . that the history of Black 
Americans assumes its true im-
portance. 
Black history is important, first of 
all, because people need a sense of 
history in order to make history. In 
order to articulate and carry through 
a historical act, people must have a 
mm1mum understanding of 
historical reality. Without such an 
understanding, without a complex 
historical sensibility infomed by a 
long sweep of events, it is impossi-
ble to make large-scale political ap-
praisals. And from this standpoint, 
we can say there is an urgent need 
for a greater use of Black history as 
a tool of analysis. We have made 
some mistakes and there is no need 
for us to make them again. We have 
been through certain phases and 
there is no need for us to go through 
them again. 
Whether Black people urge non-
violence or self-defense, whether 
they call for a struggle here or a 
struggle in Africa, they must base 
their vision of the future on the 
Black past and they must justify 
their calls by a historical analysis of 
the Black experience: No one in-
terested in mobilizing Black people 
can escape the necessity of think-
ing historically. What must appall 
us is that so many people think his-
torically about Blacks by think-
ing historically about India or 
Greece or Rome. I would not be mis-
understood. I am not suggesting a 
withdrawal into the parameters of 
our experience. I am only saying 
that although we must respect ex-
perience paid for by the blood of 
-other people, we must also respect 
experience paid for by our own 
blood. 
Black history, which has so many 
faces, which appears sometimes as 
an ideology, sometimes as a scholar-
ly discipline, sometimes as a reser-
voir of energy - Black history, 
which appears in all these different 
guises, sometimes in a single 
manifestation, is now and has 
always been the absolute ground of 
·Black resistance. Whenever and 
wherever we have had a real move-
ment of opposition in the Black com-
munity, that movement has been 
accompanied by or grounded on the 
history of African-American people. 
It is a point of immense impor-
tance in this connection that Black 
history was born, so to speak, in the 
streets and not in the ivory tower. 
The first impulses of Black history 
were generated during America's 
first Freedom movement by the 
abolitionists, who used the freedom 
of Crispus Attackus and Phillis 
Wheatley in order to win their own 
freedom. During the middle of the 
nineteenth century, Black aboli-
tionists like Frederick Douglass and 
William Nell produced the first 
substantial body of work on African-
American history. And they produc-
ed that work as a necessary part of 
the battle. Some fifty years later, at 
another great turning of the Black 
spirit, Carter Woodson made an 
equally effective use of Black 
history. With the founding of the 
Association for the Study of Afro-
American Life and History, Wood-
son provided a symbolic infrastruc-
ture for Black history as a scholarly 
discipline and an idea-force of the 
Black struggle. Since that time, 
there has been a definite correlation 
between the intensity of Black pro-
test and the intensity of interest in 
Black history. And this entitles us 
to say, I think, that the Black pro-
test is doomed to futility without a 
prior confrontation with Black 
history which is the road, perhaps 
the only road, to that sense of iden-
tity and peoplehood which must 
undergird a people's struggle for 
power and fulfillment. 
Black history is important, 
secondly, because a people without 
a historical sensibility cannot break 
the tyranny of the given. Without a 
historical sensibility, an oppressed 
people cannot respect thems~lves . 
Without a sense of the past and a 
sense of expectancy based on the 
future, without a sense of time, it is 
impossible for an oppressed people 
to free themselves of the tyranny of 
the here and now. If we had no 
historical record, if the W oodsons 
and DuBoises had not preserved our 
record, we would be locked into the 
present, and we would be sorely 
tempted to belie~e the fact~alJ.!es of 
continued on page 7 
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My· ChristiDas Vacation 
where someone had something 
favorable to say about their relation· 
ship with a lawyer. Ron began to tell 
me aboutthe legal problems and tax 
problems many of the drivers who 
worked for my brother's company 
were having. He suggested that I 
could. have a pretty good practice on 
just those drivers alone. Especially 
since all the lawyers he knew charg-
ed for everything. Ron told me he 
had a five-minute phone conversa-
tion and he was billed for a tenth of 
an hour. By the time we arrived in 
Minneapolis I couldn't decide 
whether I should specialize in law for 
truck drivers or swear off the whole 
profession as being dominated by a 
bunch of mercenary shysters. 
By Terry Vetter 
During the Christmas Break I 
went to Minneapolis to visit my 
family and make a few extra dollars 
moving furniture. My brother hap-
pens to work for a large transporta-
tion company and arranged a ride 
for me in a truck from Boston to 
Minneapolis. I looked forward to the 
adventure of the trip and talking to 
people who have a different set of in-
terests that did not involve law 
school. 
Shortly after meeting Ron, the 
driver whom I was to ride with, I 
was told that our first concern was 
getting through the state of Connec-
ticut. Ron informed me that Connec-
ticut was infamous for their zealous 
inspection of trucks. Rumor had it 
that Department of Transportation 
officials were fining drivers $50 for 
having dirty sheets in their sleepers. 
And if the sheets were clean, they 
had fined one driver $50 for having 
weak batteries in a flashlight. For· 
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tunately, the weigh station in Con-
necticut was closed and we · were 
spared the fine tooth comb of their 
DOT officials. 
Once safe from this obstacle, the 
topic of conversation turned to New 
York City. Both Ron and I were 
from the Midwest, and we couldn't 
figure out why anyone would want 
to live anywhere near New York Ci-
ty. Ron told me he has a sister who 
lives near the city because she mar-
ried a New Yorker. The first two 
years she lived there she would call 
home and tell her family how much 
she hated living in New York. Re-
cently Ron went to visit his sister 
and brother-in-law. He was telling 
them about a trip he had taken to 
Banff, Canada and how beautiful the 
country was there. His brother-in-
law, the New Yorker, then piped in 
and told Ron that if he really wanted 
to · see something beautiful, he 
should take a boat ride in the harbor 
and look at the skyline of Manhat-
tan. Ron and I agreed that as long 
as people who believe the skyline of 
Manhattan is comparable to Banff, 
Canada stayed in New York, they 
could believe whatever they desired. 
When we got to Pennsylvania, 
Ron got around to asking me what 
I was doing in Boston. I admitted 
that I was law student. During this 
vacation I found it uncanny that, 
when people found out that I was 
studying to become a lawyer, I heard 
about all their experiences with at-
torneys. I only recall a few instances 
Before I could decide, my own 
mother began telling me about her 
recent fiasco with our adversary 
system. She has been recently 
elected to the city council in my 
home town. And what would a 
municipality be these days without 
a lawsuit pending against it? The ci-
ty of Spencer, Iowa is being sued by 
a city worker who fell off a ladder at 
the municipal airport. 
Just as I was pondering that case, 
one of my aunts informed me that 
she had two recent experiences with 
the law, both of them bad. One was 
a small claims action against a radio 
repairman who had charged her $70 
not to fix her radio. The judge said 
my aunt had to pay. Her second en-
counter involved her son in a situa-
tion that is stranger than fiction. My 
aunt went to an attorney and told 
him she would pay whatever it 
would take to prove her son's in-
no'cence. It doesn't take much im-
)?-,rk ):4 11 /'7~7 
( L Q.~,.J Jf-..; 4e'I.J) 
D, r k. o(e c.tJ&-J 
b~ JCitlt0d ·+""-
i 
.I. •Y1 ,1 c. hurnt I' ;....J,,<J.. 
() Gee 
agination to fill in the rest of the 
story. 
As the predictable ending came, a 
second aunt joined the conversation. 
She is the president of the school 
board for Paullina, Iowa. Her school 
board is being sued for a wrongful 
discharge. The case has been going 
on for almost four years, and she 
was deposed for the first time last 
fall. Needless to say, a trial date has 
not been set. 
By the time I got ready to come 
back to Boston, I was glad I had not 
decided to become a doctor. Being a 
law student, I get to listen to pro-
tracted stories, and my answers to 
relatives' questions can be vague 
and ambiguous. As a medical stu-
dent I would have to hear about 
everyone's aches and pains and 
listen to stories of medical in-
competence. 
As I sat in my seat on the airplane 
headed for Boston, I was concerned 
about the bad impression lawyers 
had made on the people I had spoken 
with over the break. All their impres· 
sions were based on concrete ex-
amples. I thought the days of 
Dickens ' Chancery Court were long 
gone. Yet people seem to be still con-
fused about the law suits they are 
entangled in and the costs involved. 
I began to wonder how confusing I 
would be to my clients. Just then, 
the man next to me asked me where 
I was flying to. Boston. Are you a 
student there? Yes. What are you 
studying? Law. You know, I just 
completed a business deal, and I 
think my attorney bungled up a 
bunch of things , and I think he bill-
ed me for his mistakes. Unfortunate-
ly, I did know. 
\ 
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Circuit Court of Newton, 
December 29, 1985 
Class action suit brought by members of the stu-
dent body of Boston College Law School against 
certain undergraduate freshmen of same Institu-
tion. Declaratory and injunctive relief sought. 
LEE, J . 
We have before the court a case of most unfor-
tunate circumstance. This action arises out of a 
single incident which occurred one October even-
ing at the Student Dining hall of the hallowed 
Stuart house, a structure on the premises of 
Newton Campus, a titled estate of that fine institu-
tion of academia, Bostoniense Collegium. The in-
cident involved two first year law students 
(hereinafter, "the original plaintiffs" ) who were 
engaging in their evening meal. The undisputed 
facts indicate that seated near the original plain-
tiffs on that occasion were three male freshmen 
students (hereinafter, "Larry, Curly, and Moe"). 
The original plaintiffs alleged that they were 
subjected against their will to a series of socially 
unacceptable acts of behavior on the part of Larry, 
Curly, and Moe. More specifically, it is alleged that 
during the course of the meal, the three freshmen 
negligently hurled several objects in the direction 
of the original plaintiffs, nearly striking them, and 
that these objects included a fork, a spoon, and a 
chair. In addition, the two law students maintain-
ed that they were subjected to the freshmen's loud, 
offensive, and intolerable language. 
After filing charges of disorderly conduct and 
creating a public nuisance with civil authorities, 
the original plaintiffs brought action against 
Larry, Curly, and Moe to recover damages for 
assault, attempted battery, infliction of mental 
distress, and negligence. 
Upon initiation of the suit, the case took on a 
class action mode when the original plaintiffs were 
joined by virtually all members of the Law School 
student body. These individuals claimed to have 
interests similar to that of the original plaintiffs 
and that these interests stemmed from similar in-
cidents involving other freshmen. The court ap-
proved as representative parties of the plaintiff 
class the contingent of first year studentsrfrom 
Western Massachusetts. 
The plaintiffs first moved to name as a class of 
defendants, in addition to Larry, Curly, and Moe, 
all freshmen whose principle residences during the 
academic year are Duchesne, Cushing, Hardey, 
and Keyes Halls (hereinafter, "the Newton 
freshmen"). Included in this motion was the 
unusual opt-out provision for those freshmen who, 
with surplus meal points, purchased food items for 
law students in the closing days of the fall 
semester. The court permitted this special provi-
sion without inquiry but rejected the motion to 
name all Newton freshmen as defendants. It is in-
deed an injustice to judge an entire class by its 
undesirable few. The amended motion named as 
defendants only those freshmen who were charg-
ed with specific acts related to the allegations in 
the complaint. 
In the original complaint, the plaintiffs alleged: 
that the defendants ' mode of behavior while on the 
premises of Stuart House ran afoul of legally and · 
socially acceptable standards; that such behavior 
resulted in mental and physical harm of all plain-
tiffs with whom they came in contact; and that 
such behavior was contrary to the proper at-
mosphere necessary for those individuals in pur-
suit of a legal education. The plaintiffs prayed for 
injunctive and declaratory relief. The defendants' 
answer was that of general ignorance. 
A historical discussion of pertinent matters will 
shed light on this most difficult problem. Nearly 
a decade ago, the board of Trustees of Boston Col-
lege gained title of a tract of land that has come 
to be known as Newton Campus. On this lot are 
housed the Law School, the Fine Arts Department, 
freshmen dormitory halls, and accessory struc-
tures. For the most part, each department has 
established a collegial and cooperative relationship 
with others on the campus. Such has not been the 
case for the occupants of the Law School and the 
residents of the dormitory halls, for this has hardly 
been a symbiotic relationship. 
It is established that these two groups share 
common facilities on the campus grounds (main-
ly, Stuart House; tangentially, shuttle buses). The 
frequent contact between the law students and the 
The proce.edings in the case of students of BCLS 
v. Unnamed Freshmen drew a large crowd of ob-
servers. 
freshmen has resulted in numerous incidents of 
friction, and inevitably, the case at bar. Such a 
result cannot be said to have been unforeseen, 
since an examination of the two groups reveals 
that the two classes are of diametrically opposite 
character. , 
Law students have an average in the middle to 
upper twenties; they have, with few exceptions, 
reached the plateau of mature adulthood. Further-
more, these students are embarked on an educa-
tional curriculum whose demands are unmatched 
by that of any other discipline. 
Thrown against this learned class is a group of 
seventeen and eighteen year old individuals who 
only recently have had cut their umbilical ties with 
the homes of their formative years. Only a few 
months removed from the period of adolescence, 
these students have not adjusted well to the new-
founded "college life" which affords them 
unspoken liberties and unbridled freedom. The con-
sequences are often shocking. · 
It cannot be wholly unexpected that conflicts oc-
cur when such opposing groups are forced to co-
exist in the same environment. The plaintiffs con-
tend that the mere presence of the freshmen 
frustrates their attempts to receive an education. 
The law students hope to bring an end to the defen-
dants' "infantile complaining, intolerable dining 
decorum, constant bellowing, and general acts of 
pre.radolescent behavior." 
Defendants, in response, make several valid 
arguments. First, they do not challenge the con-
tention that some of their male members have had 
their emotional development arrested. However, 
the defendants urge that as between freshmen and 
law students, the former has a better right to the 
use of the Newton facilities. Pointing to the "tran-
sient" status of the plaintiff class, defendants in-
cluded in their brief a common undergraduate 
proposition: "Law students are only here to go to 
classes and maybe get a cup of coffee. On the other 
hand, we live here. They made this place for us." 
Both parties make irrefutable arguments. Yet 
the crux of this case involves the issue of limited 
resources, an area in which administrative agen-
cies are better equipped to accord relief. 
Throughout the merit proceedings of this case, 
the plaintiffs made several alternative motions for 
relief, including the following: i) injunctive relief 
to eject all freshmen from Newton Campus; ii) in-
junctive relief to eject all freshmen from Stuart 
House; iii) injunctive relief to order University of-
ficials to show cause why defendants could not be 
housed elsewhere; iv) injunctive relief to prohibit 
defendants from the type of behavior alleged in the 
complaint; and v) declaratory relief to decree that 
defendants are "puerile, boorish, and potentially 
sophomoric.'' 
We rejec-t the motions for relief described in i, 
- ii, iii, and iv, for this court has no authority to 
grant such measures. Such actions must be left to 
t~ appropriate officials of the University. The mo-
tion for relief stated in v is certainly one of the 
most unusual requests this court has ever seen in 
its long history of adjudication. The plaintiffs seem 
to ask this court to literally "declare," in a descrip-
tive manner, but with the force of a judicial decree, 
that freshmen defendants are "puerile, boorish, 
and potentially sophomoric.'' 
It is simply not the province of this or any other 
court to issue a formal judgment that declares 
what is commonly understood or plainly deduci-
ble. Cf Seaboard Air LineR. Co. v. Hackney, 217 
Ala. 382, 115 So. 869 (1928); Lillibridge v. McCann, 
117 Mich. 84, 75 N.W. 288 (1898). Consequently, 
this court has at its disposal no solution that the 
situation seems to demand. The case before us 
cries for swift and decisive action from the Ad-
ministration. _ 
Motion for relief is regrettably denied. 
Some Thoughts on 
Joe Kennedy's 
First Rally 
By Andrew H. Sharp 
The V.F.W. hall was packed with nearly five 
hundred smartly dressed men and women many 
more were unable to squeeze in and were left to 
watch the fanfare on TV monitors in other parts 
of the hall. Others mingled around outside in the 
rain. Despite the stifling heat inside, the crowd 
buzzed with excitement, eagerly awaiting Joe Ken-
nedy's arrival. As a band played, campaign 
workers sifted through the crowd passing out 
placards and confetti. To a political neophyte like 
myself the scene seemed strangely stereotypical. 
So this was a campaign rally. 
On this da:nk Sunday afternoon Joe Kennedy, 
the 33 year old son of Robert Kennedy, declared 
his candidacy for the 8th Congressional District 
seat soon to be vacated by Tip O'Neill. The event 
was significant for a number of reasons, not the 
least of which being the political advent of a new 
generation of Kennedys. However, the Kennedy 
rally itself bears witness to the current view of 
campaign politics as a finely crafted multi-media 
phenomenon. 
The Joe Kennedy rally was indeed impressively 
orchestrated. The first to speak, Kerry Kennedy, 
walked onstage 45 minutes after the rally was 
scheduled to begin. By then the crowd was more 
than ready to applaud :wildly after every utterance. 
Ms. Kennedy related why she was working for her 
older brother and made a plea for involvement. 
Following Kerry Kennedy on the program were 
two somewhat elderly women who recalled other 
family members and made similar pleas for time 
and money. 
The expectant crowd was then treated to a slide 
show, set to music, which featured snapshots of 
Joe as a child, often pictured with his family. Then 
there were slides of the contemporary Joe involv-
ed with his project, The Citizen's Energy Com-
mission. 
The lights came on again and Joe Kennedy made 
his entrance. He entered not from offstage as his 
family entourage had, but from the back of the 
hall. It was reminiscent of a prize fighter pushing 
through an adoring crowd on the way to the ring. 
The entrance was effective in that it took many 
people by surprise and it !illowed for a longer pro-
gression toward the stage. 
Joe Kennedy's speech itself offered few sur-
prises. Energy, defense spending, and the national 
debt were his primary concerns. More noteworthy 
was the dynamic figure the young Kennedy cut. 
Young, tall and handsome. Joe looks like the ideal 
media candidate. While he didn't appear entirely 
comfortable while reading his speech, he did show 
off a strong knack for cadence and timing. 
Following a thunderous ovation, Joe's wife 
Sheila called the Kennedy "family" onstage. A 
more relaxed Joe introduced them to the erowd. 
Among the notables were Sargent Shriver, Mike 
Eruzione, and Boston Celtic Bill Walton. 
Throughout the introductions the crowd continued 
to applaud vigorously. · 
It was an impressive performance. One veteran 
reporter remarked to me that presidential can-
didate George McGovern hadn't generated this 
much excitement in Boston; only a Kennedy could 
have drawn such attention to his first political ral-
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LAW SCHOOL FORUM 
CRG Ski Seminar in New Hampshire 
The Conservation Research Group 
recently announced its headline 
event for the 1986 spring semester 
when it unveiled the plans for its 
Third Annual Winter Seminar and 
Ski Weekend at the Lake Shore 
Farm Resort in Northwood, New 
Hampshire. Offering a relaxing 
retreat from whatever ails you in the 
somewhat remote hills of New 
Hampshire, the Weekend combines 
cross-country skiing and other 
winter wanderings with an informal 
exploration into environmental legal 
trends and practice. 
phasizes the practitioner's perspec-
tive of environmental litigation and 
features Deborah LaBelle, a young 
but firmly established Michigan at-
torney who will share her · ex-
periences and observations about 
the practice of environmental law. 
Ms. LaBelle will discuss en-
vironmental causes of action, litiga-
tion strategies, and the increasing 
potential for damages recovery as 
well as the injunctive relief that is 
typically associated with en-
vironmental cases. 
The cost, which includes skiing, 
seminars, two nights' lodging, and 
six home-cooked meals is $70 per 
person. Some spaces may still be 
available so interested students 
should check the CRG bulletin board 
across from room M326 for details 
and registration information. A $35 
deposit is needed by February 3rd to 
reserve a spot. 
sponsor this year 's second En-
vironmental Law Forum on W ednes-
day, February 5th at 7:30p.m. in the 
Barat House. The Forum features 
brief presentations by members of 
the Environmental Affairs Law 
Review staff and CRG participants 
on article topics and project ex-
periences. Refreshments will be 
served. 
Other CRG Notes 
Responding to the pressures of 
popular demand, the CRG has once 
again joined forces with the En-
vironmental Affairs Law Reviewto 
Projects are brewing for any stu-
dent interested in an informal 
clinical experience in environmental 
law. Vic Walczak or Jon Roellke may 
be contacted to explore project op-
'portunities. 
Consistent with its predecessors, 
this year's seminar component em-
This year's Weekend will begin on 
Friday evening, February 14th and 
will run through Sunday, the 16th. 
Law students at CRU weekend have ume ror skiing and sight-seeing, along with talking about environmental law. 
BSA sponsors Student Competitions 
The beginning of second semester brings with 
it a frenzy of activity. This year, as usual, the pace 
has been quickened due to the heavy schedule of 
law school competitions. The Board of Student Ad-
visors has the primary responsibility for planning 
two of these competitions and is working with 
Prof. Smith and Valerie Libby on the third. 
This year Boston College has the privilege of 
planning the Regional Competition of the National 
Moot Trial Competition. In order to best simulate 
a real .trial experience, the rounds will be .held in 
the Suffolk County Courthouse on the weekend of 
February 14-16. Boston College will be represented 
by two outstanding teams consisting of: Jim 
Readey, Suzanne Sheldon, Onel Alfaro, Mariza 
· Vazquez, Robin Kuranko, Sue Zanne Worrell, and 
Tony Zelle. In order for the competition to run 
smoothly, and to enhance Boston College's reputa-
tion it is imperative that students volunteer their 
time to act as witnesses and bailiffs. Anyone who 
is interested should speak to Lisa Szalajeski or 
K.9vin Wrege or stop by the BSA office (Rm. 407) . 
. Preparations have also begun for the Client 
Counseling Competition which is being ad-
, ministered by Valerie Libby. The competition, 
which will run from February 4-20, is open to all 
students. Each team will have the opportunity to 
interview and counsel a client. The competition 
helps develop necessary skills for all types of prac-
titioners. The winning team from Boston College 
will compete in the Regionals which will b~ held 
in New Hampshire in March. The winning team 
there will advance to the Nationals which are in 
San Antonio this year. 
The 23rd Wendell T. Grimes Moot Court Com-
petition has already begun. This competition, open 
to 2nd years only, is designed to hone a student's 
oral advocacy skills. The preliminary oral 
arguments will run from February 25-March 27. 
The elimination rounds will culminate with the 
finals on April19. Boston College has always at-
tracted a high powered bench of judges for the 
finals, and this year will be no exception. The pro-
blem this year concerns constitutional questions 
relating to the search and seizure and subsequent 
trial of a juvenile. 
All three of our national teams are preparing for 
their competitions. The National Team, (Bob 
Frank, Mary Liz Johnson and Tim Van Dyck), are 
fresh from their 2nd place finish in the Regionals. 
The team has left for the first round at the Na-
tionals in New York City. Both Jessup teams, 
Katherine Ashdown, Florence Herard, Elisa J auss 
and Scott Lopez are preparing for their first round 
of competition at the Fletcher School The Ad-
ministrative Law team, Irwing Schwartz, Frank 
Stearns and John Wiess are working on their brief 
in anticipation of the Nationals in March in 
Dayton, Ohio. 
Last year's representatives to the Springfi.eld Law School Basketball .Tourney, "Victims of the devil Rum." 
The Road 
to . Springfield 
By Kenny Viscarello 
On February 2, 22 and 23, the law school will 
send its best hoopsters to Western New England 
Law School to do battle against some of the finest 
law schools in the land. The team is coached by 
Pat Dalton, who is optimistic about the·team's 
chances for success. 
Coach Dalton is hopeful that he can keep his 
team away from the demon rum that destroyed 
them last year. Last year the team overcelebrated 
an opening round win over Albany Law School, on-
ly to be thoroughly destroyed by a well-rested and 
sober B.U. Law team. Well informed sources saw 
the B.U. team observing their 8:00p.m. curfew and 
no-liquor policy. While in turn the B.C. team was 
observing their 8:00 a.m. curfew and drank until 
they were ill. 
Coach Dalton has five players r(;lturning from 
last year's team. Funkster Bob Pierce returns from 
a summer of training in the desert by wrestlin 
rattlesnakes and eating cactus. Power forward Tim 
Clark will probably be a force for the team after 
doing a brief stint as David Letterman's 
understudy. Coach Dalton is also relying on retur-
ning starter Javier Ferrer to put a lot of points on 
the board. Also returning are Kon Viscarello and 
Juan Acosta. 
Coach Dalton is also excited about the crop of 
players who showeq ,up for thefirstb::yout'. Coach' 
Dalton said right now the most impressive player 
is .Mark "Dewars" Maher. "Mark is a great player, 
he really shoots the lights out of the basket. We 
ju's~ hope we can keep him away from the Scotch." 
Coach Dl,llton is pondering hiring a body guard to 
keep Maher locked in a bathroom until game time. 
Coach Dalton is also impressed with the ,.play of 
Jon Abrams. "Jon has a keen sense of the court," 
said Dalton. "He is the only player on the team 
right now who understands the economic ramifica-
tions of the game." 
The team is currently practicing hard at the 
Hammond, the Beacon, and the Backyard for their 
upcoming trip. Coach Dalton is currently accep-
ting donations of either cash or beer to finance the 
trip. Any donations will be appreciated. The "team 
chefs" are also contemplating having a bake sale, 
so come out and show your support for the team. 
N e w  Co~nputer-Assisted 
S y s t e i D  f o r  L a w y e r s  
V e r a l e x ™ ,  a  n e w  c o m p u t e r -
a s s i s t e d  r e t r i e v a l  s y s t e m  t h a t  
e n a b l e s  a t t o r n e y s  t o  a c c e s s  a  v a s t  
e l e c t r o n i c  l i b r a r y  o f  l e g a l  i n f o r m a -
t i o n ,  h a s  b e e n  a n n o u n c e d  b y  T h e  
L a w y e r s  C o - o p e r a t i v e  P u b l i s h i n g  
C o m p a n y  ( L C P )  a n d  i t s  C a l i f o r n i a  
s u b s i d i a r y ,  B a n c r o f t - W h i t n e y  
C o m p a n y .  
T h e  s y s t e m ,  p r i c e d  s o  t h a t  v i r t u a l -
l y  e v e r y  p r a c t i c i n g  a t t o r n e y  c a n  a f -
f o r d  i t ,  o f f e r s  i m m e d i a t e ,  i n - o f f i c e  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  f u l l  t e x t  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  S t a t e  a n d  F e d e r a l  
c a s e s '  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e c i s i o n s ,  
a n d  t o  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  a n n o t a t i o n s  
i n  A m e r i c a n  L a w  R e p o r t s  ( A L R )  
3 r d ,  4 t h ,  a n d  F e d e r a l .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  




c a s e  v a l i d a t i o n  s e r v i c e ,  w h i c h  p r o -
v i d e s  t i t l e ,  y e a r  o f  d e c i s i o n ,  c o u r t ,  
j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  o f f i c i a l  a n d  p a r a l l e l  
r e f e r e n c e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t o p i c a l  l o o s e -
l e a f  r e p o r t e r s ) ,  a n d  p r i o r  a n d  l a t e r  
' 'histo~'t''for r e q u e s t e d  c i t a t i o l l { ! . .  
T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  V  e r a l e x  p r o v i d e s  
i $  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  d a y - t o - d a y  p r a c -
t i c e  o f  l a w .  U s i n g  V e r a l e x ,  a t t o r n e y s  
c a n .  r e t r i e v e  n e e d e d  d a t a  q u i c k l y ,  a f -
f o r d a b l y ' ,  a n d  i n  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  
t h e i r  o w n  o f f i c e s . \ A l l  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  
i s  a  p e r s o n a l  c o m p u t e r '  m o d e m ,  
p r i n t e r ,  a n d  t e l e p h o n e .  
T o  a v a i l  h i m s e l f  o f  t h e  V e r a l e x  
d a t a  b a s e ;  t h e  s u b s c r i b e r  s i m p l y  i n -
s e r t s  a  s t a r t - u p  d i s k e t t e  i n  h i s  o r  h e r  
c o m p u t e r ,  s w i t c h e s  t h e  c o m p u t e r  o n ,  
a n d  m a k e s  a  c o n e c t i o n  t o  a  n a t i o n a l  
t e l e p h o n e  n e t w o r k  v i a  t h e  m o d e m .  A  
p h o n e  l i n k - u p  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e t w e e n  
t h e  a t t o r n e y ' s  c o m p u t e r  a n d  t h e .·  
V e r a l e x  d a t a  b a s e .  
T o  l o c a t e  a  s p e c i f i c  c a s e ,  t h e  u s e r  
i m p u t s  t h e  c a s e ' s  c i t a t i o n .  T h e  f u l l  
t e x t  o f  t h a t  c a s e  a p p e a r s  o n  t h e  
s c r e e n  a n d  c a n  b e  r e v i e w e d  a t  t h e  
u s e r ' s  c o n v e n i e n c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
u s e r  c a n  v a l i d a t e  t h e  c a s e  c i t a t i o n ,  
a n d  o b t a i n  c o l l a t e r a l  r e s e a r c h  i n f o r -
m a t i o n ,  b y  u s i n g  A u t o - C i t e .  
V  e r a l e x  d i s p l a y s  o n  t h e  c o m p u t e r  
s c r e e n  c a n  b e  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  h a r d  
c o p y  o n  t h e  u s e r ' s  p r i n t e r  b y  s i m p -
l y  d e p r e s s i n g  t h e  p r o p e r  k e y s  o n  t h e  .  
k e y b o a r d .  
R o b e r t  D .  H u r s h ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  T h e  
L a w y e r s  C o - o p e r a t i v e  P u b l i s h i n g  
C o m p a n y ,  s a y s ,  " A  m a j o r  f e a t u r e  o f  
V e r a l e x  i s  i t s  r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t .  
" F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e , "  H u r s h  p o i n t s  
o u t ,  " l a w  f i r m s  w i t h  a s  f e w  a s  o n e  
o r  t w o  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  
a f f o r d ,  i n - o f f i c e ,  a n  u p - t o - d a t e  e l e c -
t r o n i c  l i b r a r y ,  c o n t a i n i n g  f u l l - t e x t  
S t a t e  a n d  F e d e r a l  c a s e  l a w ,  a d -
m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e c i s i o n s ,  A L R ,  a n d  
A u t o - C i t e ,  a l l  o n  d e m a n d .  t h i s  i s  a  
r e a l  b r e a k t h r o u g h . ' '  
. h . .  T h e  c o s t  o f  V  e r a l e x  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  
on&titne.,s~t-~P, f e e  o f  $ 2 9 5 ,  a  m o n -
t h l y  d a t a  b a s e  up~ate f e e  o f  $ 6 0 ,  a n d  
m o d e s t  u s a g e  c h a r g e s ' e a c h  t i m e  t h e  
s e r v i c e  i s  a c c e s s e d .  
: J 7 i c e d v r § h b s t a n t i a l l y  l o w e r  t h a n  
o t h e r  f u l l - t e x t  c o m p u t e r - a s s i s t e d  
l e g a l  r e s e a r c h  s y s t e m s ,  V  e r a l e x  i s  
t h e  f i r s t  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l e g a l  e l e c -
t r o n i c  r e t r i e : v a l  s y s t e m  t h a t  i s  c o s t  
j u s t i f i a b l e  f o r  l a w - f i r m s - o f  a l l  s i z e s ; - - - - -
V e r a l e x  i s  a  p r o d u c t  r e s u l t i n g  
f r o m  a  j o i n t - v e n t u r e  a g r e e D ; l e n t ,  a n -
n o u n c e d  i n  A p r i l ,  1 9 8 5 ,  b e t w e e n  T h e  
L a w y e r s  C o o p e r a t i v e  P u b l i s h i n g  
C o m p a n y  a n d  M e a d  D a t a  C e n t r a l .  
M e a d  D a t a  C e n t r a l ' s  v a s t  




l e g a l  d a t a  b a s e  o f  c o u r t  
a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e c i s i o n s  i s  i n -
c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  V  e r a l e x  s y s t e m .  
J a n n a r y  :: n - l < ' e b r u a r y  1 3 .  1 9 8 6  I  A L L E D G E R  I  P A G E  5  
M I A M I  A N D  N E W  E N G L A N D :  
T h e  R i v a l r y  C o n t i n u e s  
B y R . T .  
A u t h o r ' s  N o t e :  T h i s  a r t i c l e  w a s  w r i t -
t e n  b e f o r e  t h e  P a t s  " S q u i s h e d  t h e  
F i s h "  i n  t h e  A F C  c h a m p i o n s h i p .  
M i a m i  v s .  N e w  E n g l a n d .  1 r h e  
·  D o l p h i n s  v s .  t h e  P a t r i o t s .  S u n s h i n e  
v s .  S o p h i s t i c a t i o n .  W h i c h  r e a l l y  i s  
b e t t e r ?  O n e  B o s t o n  w r i t e r  t o l d  N e w  
E n g l a n d e r s  t o  ' E a t  F i s h '  t o  g e t  
r e a d y  t o .  b a t t l e  t h e  D o l p h i n s .  O n e  
M i a m i  p u n d i t  w r o t e  N e w  
E n g l a n d e r s  t a l k  f u n n y ,  a s  i n  t h e y  
c a l l  w a r m  w e a t h e r  " h a h t "  ( h o t ) .  
W e l l ,  h o w  ' b o u t  t h o s e  F i n s ?  I  m a y  
n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  t o  F l o r i d a ,  b u t  t h a t  
h a s n ' t  s t o p p e d  o t h e r  p e o p l e  f r o m  
c o m p a r i n g  t h e  t w o  r i v a l s  a n d  i t  
w o n ' t  s t o p  m e .  H e r e ' s  t h e  w a y  I  s e e  
t h e  l o p s i d e d  c o m b a t a n t s  . . .  e r  t w o  
o p p o n e n t s .  
P a l m  T r e e s  v s .  O a k  T r e e s  
H a v e  y o u  e v e r  t r i e d  t o  h a v e  a  p i c -
n i c  i n  a  g r a s s y  f i i : ! l d  b y  a  p a l m  t r e e ?  
I f  y o u  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  b u i l d  a  h o u s e ,  
w o u l d  y o u  w a n t  i t  b u i l t  o u t  o f  a  
s w a y i n g  p a l m  t r e e  o r  a  m i g h t y  o a k  
t r e e ?  D o  y o u  t h i n k  k i d s  b u i l d  t r e e  
f o r t s  i n  a  p a l m  t r e e ?  
A d v a n t a g e :  N e w  E n g l a n d .  
H u r r i c a n e s  v s .  S n o w s t o r m s  
W e  a l l  s a w  r e c e n t l y  w h a t  a  h u r -
r i c a n e  c o u l d  d o .  W h a t  i s  m o r e  f u n ?  
T o  g o  o u t  a n d  p l a y  i n  t h e  s n o w ,  o r  
t o  g o  o u t  a n d  p l a y  i n  t h e  l i v e  p o w e r  
l i n e s ?  W h a t  l o o k s  p r e t t i e r ?  S n o w -
c o v e r e d  t r e e s  o r  t r e e - c o v e r e d  
h o u s e s ?  
A d v a n t a g e :  N e w  E n g l a n d  
D i s n e y w o r l d  v s .  T h e  M B T A  
D i s n e y w o r l d  h a s  l o n g e r  l i n e s ,  b u t  
t h e  r i d e s  d o n ' t  s t o p  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  f o r  
h a l f  a n  h o u r .  A t  D i s n e y w o r l d ,  
M i c k e y  M o u s e  i s  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  
c h a r a c t e r  a n d  e v e r y o n e  g i v e s  h i m  a  
h u g .  A t  t h e  M E T A ,  " M i c k e y  
M o u s e "  d r i v e s  t h e  t r a i n s  a n d  
e v e r y o n e  g i v e s  h i m  t h e  f i n g e r .  
E v e r y o n e  l i k e s  t h e  G o o f y  a t  
D i s n e y w o r l d .  N o  o n e  l i k e s  t h e  g o o f y  
w h o  r u n s  t h e  M E T A .  
A d v a n t a g e :  M i a m i .  
C o k e a d e m i a  v s .  A c a d e m i a  
H o w  m a n y  N o b e l  P r i z e  W i n n e r s  
a r e  t h e r e  i n  M i a m i ?  H o w  m a n y  
K i n g s  o f  C o k e  a r e  t h e r e  i n  B o s t o n ?  
H o w  m a n y  t o p - r a t e d  c o l l e g e s  a r e  
t h e r e  i n  F l o r i d a ?  H o w  m a n y  s e c r e t  
r u n w a y s  a r e  t h e r e  i n ·  M a s s a -
c h u s e t t s ?  
A d v a n t a g e :  N e w  E n g l a n d .  
M i a m i  V i c e  v s .  C h e e r s  
I n  M i a m i  V i c e  e v e r y o n e  i s  s h o o t -
i n g .  O n  C h e e r s  e v e r y o n e  i s  d r i n k i n g .  
D r i n k i n g  i s  h e a l t h i e r .  T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  
i n  C h e e r s  c o m e  b a c k  w e e k  a f t e r  
w e e k .  T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  M i a m i  V i c e  
g e t  w h e e l e d  a w a y  w e e k  a f t e r  w e e k .  
A d v a n t a g e :  N e w  E n g l a n d .  
D o l p h i n s  v s .  P a t r i o t s  
H o w  m a n y  d o l p h i n s  w e r e  t h e r e  a t  
B u n k e r  H i l l ?  H o w  m a n y  p a t r i o t s  
w e r e  t h e r e  i n  F l i p p e r ?  W h a t  w o u l d  
y o u  r a t h e r  v i s i t ?  T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
a n d  O l d  N o r t h  C h u r c h ,  o r  S e a  W o r l d  
a n d  t h e  J a i  A l a i  F r o n t o n ?  W h o ' s  g o t  
a  b e t t e r  s i g n a t u r e ,  J o h n  H a n c o c k  o r  
M a m o u ,  t h e  k i l l e r  w h a l e ?  
A d v a n t a g e :  N e w  E n g l a n d .  
A s  y o u  c a n  t e l l  f r o m  m y  a n a l y s i s ,  
w h e n  o n e  l o o k s  a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  
a  d e t a c h e d  m i n d  ( l i k e  m i n e ) ,  t h e  v e r -
d i c t  i s  e a s y .  I  m e a n ,  w h a t  w o u l d  
h a v e  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i f  
P a u l  R e v e r e  h a d  t o  s e t  o u t  o n  h i s  
M i d n i g h t  R i d e  o n  a n  a l l i g a t o r ?  
W A S T E  N O T ,  
F L U N K  N O T  
R e g i s t e r  n o w  a n d  s a v e  
J u l y  1 9 8 6  R e s u l t i n g  
S t a t e ( s )  
P r i c e  
D i s c o u n t  
C o u r s e  P r i c e  
C T ,  D C ,  F L ,  
M A ,  M D ,  M E ,  N H ,  
$ 7 2 5 .  S a v e  $ 7 5 .  $ 6 5 0 .  
N Y , *  V A ,  V T  
N J ,  P A  
$ 6 5 0 .  S a v e  $ 5 0 .  $ 6 0 0 .  
'  
R l  
$ 5 7 5 .  
S a v e  $ 3 5 .  
$ 5 4 0 .  
* N e w  Y o r k  A u d i o  P r o g r a m  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  d i s c o u n t .  
D I S C O U N T  E N D S :  M a r c h  6 , 1 9 8 6  
tj~l:) 
B A R  R E V I E W  
( 6 1 7 )  7 4 2 - 3 9 0 0  1 - 8 0 0 - 3 4 3 - 9 1 8 8  ( 2 0 2 )  3 4 7 - 1 9 7 1  
- o r ,  c o n t a c t  y o u r  l o c a l  c a m p u s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
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Republican Organization Encourages Legal Services for the Poor 
The Ripon Society, a national 
Republican research and policy 
organization, has released a study 
calling on American lawyers to 
assume more of the burden for pro-
viding legal services to the poor, 
elderly and handicapped. 
The study, entitled "FEDERAL 
INVOLVEMENT IN LEGAL SER-
VICES FOR THE POOR: En-
couraging Private Sector Fulfilment 
of a Public Responsibility," notes 
that increasing pressure on congress 
toward deficit-reduction threatens 
the ongoing federal funding of legal 
services for the poor. Even at the 
current level of funding, only one~ 
third or one fourth of the need is ade-
quately met. If the goal of equal ac-
cess to justice is to be reached. the 
burden must be shifted to the 
_private bar. 
The study faults the current legal 
services program for creating in-
flated expectations of equal access 
to justice, which it cannot provide at 
the current level of $305 million 
dollars per year. An adequate pro-
gram, the Ripon paper estimates, 
would cost the taxpayers well over 
one billion dollars a year. A new na-
tional program for legal services for 
the poor should be designed which 
does not mislead the public or the 
poor population into the belief that 
the federal government alone can 
solve the problem. 
The Ripon paper notes that 
technical advances, such as 
computer-assisted data transmis-
sion and law office computer 
systems, should make it easier for 
private legal specialists in other 
fields to gain access to the necessary 
information to participate in volun-
tary legal work for the poor. The 
federal Legal Services Corporation, 
in cooperation with the nation's law 
schools, should work together fu con-
structing a network of computeriz-
ed brief banks on poverty law. 
Despite the acrimonious con-
troversy which has surrounded the 
federal program recently, the paper 
states that "There may never be a 
better time to direct the Legal Ser-
vices Corporation toward the higher 
purpose for which it was founded, 
and in so doing to renew the faith of 
the American people in the legal pro-
fession.'' 
Major proposals that Ripon has 
recently made are (1) federal 
assistance toward utilization of third 
year clinical legal studies programs 
to develop young lawyer expertise 
and interest in field organzation 
work, as well as standards of ex-
cellence generated by the law 
schools: (2) incentives such as stu-
dent loan repayment agreements re-
Black History 
continued from page 1 
oppression. The factual lies of the 
present tell us, for example, that 
Black people won't work and prefer 
welfare to honest labor. The history 
of Black people tells us that no one 
in this country has done more work 
than Black people, and that no one 
in this country is owed more for the 
work they did for 200 years, sunup 
to sundown, without pay. The fac-
tual lies of the present tell us that 
Black people won't stick together. 
But the history of Black people tells 
us that the only reason Black people 
survived in this land is that they 
pooled their pennies and nickels and 
created a record of collective sharing 
that is one of the wonders of the 
modern world. These are only two 
examples from a long historical list 
which tells us that we are not who 
we think ·we are or what White 
media say we are. 
A third and equally important 
~----------- - - - - -
quiring terms of service in field 
organizations in exchange for federal 
college and law school loan 
assistance; (3) incentives and 
technical means Tor lawyers and law 
firms to contribute a portion of their 
time to supporting qualified field 
organizations or pro bono legal 
work: and (4) encouragement of more 
ideals like Interest On Lawyers' 
Trust Accounts (IOLTA), designed 
to create a fund for providing legal 
services from private instead of 
public money. 
The opportunity - and the 
political climate - now exist for the 
LSC to define a long-range plan for 
expanding the private and voluntary 
role to its maximum permanent ex-
tent. The American legal profession, 
with an annual income of $53.5 
billion in 1983, is the wealthiest in 
the world. Should the federal govern-
ment, through the Legal Services 
Corporation, succeed in transferring 
substantial responsibility for legal 
services for the poor, elderly and 
handicapped· to the private bar, it 
could become a model of privatiza-
tion of a government function, of 
pr,ofessional responsibility of the 
highest order, and a beacon for 
renewal of public confidence in the 
legal profession. 
Several pronounced trends in-
dicate a clear opportunity for enhan-
cing nationwide a commitment to 
legal services for the poor 
throughout the nation's law school 
faculty and student community: (1) 
the trend toward clinical training to 
fill a curricular "Vacuum" in the 
third year, reinforced by the need for 
"internship" programs to supple-
ment an otherwise entirely 
classroom education for the nation's 
lawyers: (2) the need for an alter-
native to a pronounced curricular 
orientation toward the needs of 
established private law firms alone: 
and (3) the proven receptivity of law 
school students, faculties and ad-
ministrations to opportunities for 
direct exposure to socially desirable 
service-oriented clinical training. 
Added to this is the high, and rising, 
cost of legal education, which places 
full utilization of the third year at a 
premium. 
The past decade has witnessed 
considerable growth of clinical train-
ing programs in the nation's law 
schools, designed to provide direct 
"hands-on" exposure to legal pro-
blems and practice. Such programs 
have increasingly filled the third-
year law school curriculum which 
suffers from the fact that all basic 
courses necessary to pass bar ex-
aminations and enter a general law 
practice may comfortably be com-
pleted in two years. While clinical 
programs continue to grow, they 
lack focus. Indeed, the lack of a clear 
reason for the importance of Black 
hls.tory is that history ' is the am-
bience of our being. Products of a 
historical rupture and victims of a 
historical process which we have 
never · ceased to influence by the 
vibrancy of our presence, we bear 
within our souls, and within our 
skins, the tensions of history. And 
we, more than any other Americans, 
should be aware of history, not in the 
negative sense of worshipping the 
past, but in the creative sense of 
understanding our relationship to 
time and SJ!ace and the dynamics of 
the historical process. We are the 
most historical of people because we 
were created by history and because 
that history never lets us go. It 
walks around with us in the day and 
screams in our brains at night. Since 
we cannot for one moment, no mat-
ter what we do, escape our history, 
we must understand it and bend it 
to our purposes. 
This article was excerpted from · an 
article appearing in the February, 
1982 issue of Ebony magazine. 
focus in the third year gener?lly, 
combined with the sense of an un-
balanced curricular orientation 
toward success in mainly corporate 
practiCe, has ~!ltributed to rising 
alienation on the campuses of 
leading American law schools. 
The increasing cost of legal educa-
tion has placed a greater premium 
on use of the third year of law school. 
Added to this is the fact that the ris-
ing cost of higher education general-
ly, from the first year of college 
onward, has forced greater 
dependence nationwide on financial 
aid, of which a principal source is the 
federal Direct Loan Program. Law 
students, who may depend on con-
siderable financial aid to complete 
the seven years of college and law 
school, often find themselves in con-
siderable debt on entering their pro-
fession and hence unable to consider 
low-salary legal services-type 
employment. 
Rather than choosing between 
high salary job opportunities and 
tl~e possibility of facing default, law 
students might be given the oppor-
tunity to perform much needed legal 
work for the poor during the period 
immediately after graduation in 
return for partial loan forgiveness, 
at the rate of a given percentage of 
the total for each year devoted to 
such work. Similar loan forgiveness 
incentives have already been 
enacted by Congress to influence en-
try level decisions of teachers, par-
ticularly for areas experiencing 
teacher shortages such as elemen-
tary schools, Head start and pro-
grams for the mentally disabled. 
Other federal incentives, to reach 
students not burdened by student 
loans, can be devised, including post-
J.D. training and preference for 
federal employment. Once the entry-
level decision has been made and a 
lawyer has spent . at least a year in 
legal services work, an ongoing pro-
gram - like an LSC "reserve 
lawyer'' program - should be in 
place to utuize that lawyer•s train-
ing and experience for further 
caseword, consultations, prepara-
tion of brief banks, and other service-
mainly on a voluntary basis. The 
eventual reward for a given period 
of service could take various forms, 
but some form of national recogni-
tion - thereby encouraging the in-
terest of the legal profession in pro 
bono work - might be recom-
mended. 
The Legal Services Corporation is 
at a crossroads. With an annual 
budget in excess of $300 million, 
and a significant segment of political 
opinion committed to its aoolition, 
it is highly vulnerable to the move-
ment toward draconian congres-
sional deficit reduction plans. Even 
at its present funding, the LSC's ser-
vices to poor, elderly and handicap-
ped meet a fraction of the need, and 
truly equal access would cost the 
taxpayers well in excess of one 
billion dollars each year. 
The only chance for an adequate 
national program of civil legal ser-
vices to the poor, elderly and han-
dicapped is to transfer the burden as 
much as possible to the probate bar. 
The federal role in this transfer can 
. be crucial, through assistance to the 
law schools and bar associations, 
and enactment of incentives like stu-
_ _dent loan repayment forgiveness for 
legal services work. There are 
already strong indications that the 
law schools and bar associations will 
contribute to the effort to privatize 
legal services, thereby demon-
strating professional responsibility 
of the highest order, and restoring 
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BARIBRI lecturers are more than experts on the 
law and more than experts on the New England 
bar examinations. They know how to 
communicate. They know how to teach. Each 
year, BARIBRI improves the quality of our faculty 
by hiring the top law lecturers in the country. 
Prof. Dane Buck, Franklin Pierce Law 
Stanley D. Chess, Esq., BARIBRI Staff 
Prof. Richard Conviser, BARIBRI Staff 
Dean David Epstein, Emory Law · 
Prof. Bruce Friedman, Franklin Pierce Law 
Prof. Richard Hesse, Franklin Pierce Law 
Prof. Dennis Honabach, Vermont Law 
Prof. Marcus Hum, Franklin Pierce Law 
Prof. Stanley Johanson, U. of Texas Law 
Prof. Leonard Lewin, Suffolk Law 
Ted Miller Sr., Esq., Practicing Attorney 
We are proud of our faculty, most of whom have 
been lecturing in our New England courses for 
years. No other group of lecturers is as 
knowledgeable about the bar examination-nor 
as capable of teaching law school graduates 
how to pass. 
Ted Miller Jr., Esq., Practicing Attorney_. 
Prof. Charles Nesson, Harvard Law 
Prof. Max Pock, BARIBRI Staff 
Prof. Richard Pizzano, Suffolk Law 
Prof. David Powell, BARIBRI Staff 
Prof. Faust Rossi, Cornell Law 
Prof. Robert Scott, U. of Virginia Law 
Prof. Robert Smith, Boston College Law 
Prof. Michael Spak, BARIBRI Staff 
Prof. Georgene Vairo, Fordham Law 
Prof. Charles Whitebread, U.S.C. Law 
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